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this serious gap, it will take years before they become self-
sufficient in this respect.
It can therefore be truly said that the English language
has been on a literary embassy round the world, The litera-
ture of England is among the most important and creative
themes which that country offers for consideration abroad,
alike within English-speaking communities and outside their
boundaries. Many striking results could be catalogued in ex-
position of the happiness which the language and its literature
have given, and among all our modern studies the one which
can almost be called universal is the study of the English
language and something of its - literature. However much.
Indian sentiment may rebel against this state of affairs, there
seems to be at present no other way out. If we are seeking
a key to modern knowledge, it is necessary to learn one
major European language to be abreast of the march of
knowledge and culture. And however much we may criticize
the causes that imposed English on India, it occupies today
a dominant position in our educational system and has be-
come a sort of second mother-tongue to our cultured men
and women. It serves to keep the educated Indian in touch
with the progressive forces of the world.
The accident that English is also the language spoken in
America confers on it greater importance, and makes it the
world language of today and tomorrow. International gather-
ings in the .future, as largely as in the recent past; will.be
conducted in English, Trade also bids .fair to -woo English as
a channel of communication, As far as we can look into the
future, it appears certain that the vogue for English will
increase rather than diminish. And, the educated Indian can
thus hope to keep hi$ finger.on the cultural pulse of the
outside world only through this medium. Let India by all
means develop her own regional .literatures, but .let her also
with the help of the English language continue to participate
in the co-operative adventure of humanity's advancing
culture*